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Newsletter
Message from the President
Dr. Tina Moffat, Department of Anthropology, McMaster University
Happy 40th Birthday CAPA! We had
a wonderful celebration at the 40th
annual CAPA meeting in Victoria.
Dr. Chris Meiklejohn, emeritus
professor, Department of
Anthropology, University of
Winnipeg enlightened and
entertained us with the origins and
development of the Association in
his keynote lecture, “From Lawrence,
Kansas to Victoria in 40 years. Some
thoughts on the history of physical
anthropology in Canada, CAPA and a
career in bioarchaeology”. If you
missed the talk, stay tuned for it to
appear as a video clip on the CAPA
website.

Research Grant for PhD student
members of CAPA are posted on
the CAPA website. Briefly, there will
be up to three $800 awards for
doctoral fieldwork, given to PhD
students who are members of CAPA
in good standing. The award results
will be announced on May 1, 2012. At
the end of the second year following
the year of the award, or upon
completion of the degree (whichever
comes first), a brief report (2 pages)
explaining the use of the funds
should be sent to the Secretary/
Treasurer and the President of
CAPA. Students are only eligible to
receive this grant once.

We had a wonderful time in Victoria:
great papers, great company and
great weather! For those who have
hosted a CAPA meeting, you will
know all about the hard work and
preparation that goes into running a
high quality meeting. Special thanks
to Helen Kurki, Richard Lazenby,
Yin Lam, Lisa Gould, and the
student volunteers from the
University of Victoria, who organized
and ran the meeting so well that it
seemed eﬀortless, though we know it
wasn’t!

In other news… at the CAPA
business meeting in Victoria the
attendees voted to try online
membership through paypal (credit
card) payment. You do not need to
have a paypal account to do this, just
a credit card. You will find this
service on the membership page of
the CAPA website. Right now we
are doing a trial run with paypal, so
the service is free, but after January
2013, there will be a 2.9% paypal
transaction fee on top of the
membership fee. The mail option is

The guidelines for applying to the
new Shelley R. Saunders Thesis

also available if you prefer not to use
a credit card. We hope that this

Megan J. Highet!
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online membership payment service
will encourage members to keep their
membership status up-to-date and
encourage new members to join,
especially those from other countries
who previously needed to obtain a
certified cheque or money order in
Canadian dollars. We also agreed to
oﬀer our retired members a reduced
lifetime membership of $300.00.
The next annual CAPA meeting
will be in Toronto at University
of Toronto Scarborough
Campus, October 17-20. Please
mark it on your calendars!
I wish you all the best for the
upcoming holiday season and as
always look forward to hearing from
you regarding any news, concerns, or
fresh ideas for CAPA.
- Tina Moﬀat
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MEMBER NEWS
McMaster University
Nexus Journal Re-launched!
We are pleased to announce the call
for papers for the newly re-launched
peer reviewed anthropological
graduate student journal, Nexus.
For more than thirty years, Nexus
has served as a graduate student
journal of anthropology. The journal
is freely available online. The
editorial staﬀ is seeking submissions
from all four subfields at any level of
graduate work to be considered for
publication in the upcoming issue.
Manuscripts can be submitted at
http://digitalcommons.mcmaster.ca/
nexus/; guidelines and instructions
are also available on the Nexus
website.
Feel free to contact us at
nexusjournal@gmail.com with any
questions. We look forward to
continuing this long tradition of
showcasing Canadian academic
excellence.
Your editorial staﬀ,
Kyle Freund, Laura Lockau, and
Lelia Watamaniuk

McMaster University

Ann Herring’s Course Book,
Cholera: Hamilton’s Forgotten
Epidemics, now available in digitized
form.
Ann Herring, Professor in the Dept.
of Anthropology, McMaster
University has digitized her fourthyear capstone course’s book “The
Anthropology of Infectious Disease”.
Each student researched an epidemic

!

in the 19th or 20th century that
aﬀected the local Hamilton
community. In the Winter 2012
session, students conducted research
on cholera; for some, the original
research led them to primary sources
such as Anglican burial registers
found in the University Library’s
Archives and Research Collections.
By the end of the course, each
student had written an article and
become one of the proud authors of
the book Ch2olera: Hamilton's
Forgotten Epidemics.
This most recent book is one of six
to originate from Dr. Herring’s
course over the years. A small
number of copies are printed and
sold at Titles Bookstore; copies are
also placed in the collections of the
University Library, the Hamilton
Public Library and the National
Library of Canada. Primary

exposure, however, is through the
Digital Commons at McMaster
University. The online copies can be
searched and accessed using popular
search engines such as Google and
Google Scholar and databases such
as WorldCat. According to Dr.
Herring, the Digital Commons helps
showcase student research and
makes it widely available, which may
be beneficial when applying for
graduate schools, scholarships and
jobs. Most important, it makes the
information available at no cost to
the people of Hamilton. The course
puts into practice a “very important
part of the training and ethics in
anthropology which involves giving
information back to the community.”
She adds that “so much can be done
with the Digital Commons in terms
of putting up material and making it
available.” In order to keep track of
the usage of each book, Dr. Herring
relies on the monthly emails that she
receives automatically via Digital
Commons.

John Abbott College
Edwin W. Holland writes: The
Anthropology and Sociology
Department of John Abbott College,
Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue, Quebec, is
pleased to announce the addition of
Sarah Bean (McGill) and Sabrina
Gloux (U de Montreal) to our
Anthropology section, joining Jimena
Marquez, Robbyn Seller, and Edwin
Holland. Their youthful energy and
their expertise in osteoarchaeology,
human evolution, and museology will
ensure the continued development
and expansion of our program.
Western University
Rhonda Bathurst writes:
The new Ancient Images Laboratory
at Sustainable Archaeology, Western
is equipped with a Nikon Metrology
microCT scanner and Faxitron
digital x-ray. Since July, the
equipment has contributed to several
projects by Western graduate
students. The Faxitron was used by
PhD candidate Zoe Morris to
complete radiographs of 95 whitetailed deer mandibles to determine
the dental mineralization sequence,
contributing to her study of seasonal
subsistence behavior of animals to
investigate human alteration of
landscapes. The microCT has been
used by several students, including
Jenn Morgan, for her PhD project,
to complete scans of archaeological
cranial samples exhibiting cribra
orbitalia and/or porotic hyperostosis
in order to assess whether the
microCT is a more eﬀective tool
than thin section analysis to study
the etiology, activity and healing of
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the lesions; MA student Arthur
Klages, for his thesis project, to
compare the frontal sinuses and the
incisive canal complex of extant apes
and monkeys in order to evaluate the
morphological similarities and
diﬀerences between species as a
potential tool for tracing the
evolution of extinct primates; and by
PhD candidate Renee Willmon to
study the use of the microCT as a
means to examine perimortem
trauma to the cervical vertebrae from
the remains of hanged men from the
Peterborough County Jail, presented
as a poster at the 2012 CAPA
Meeting.
Imaging work completed on the
microCT by Dr. Andrew Nelson of
Western University was also
presented at the 2012 CAPA
Meeting. Dr. Nelson’s collaborative
study non-destructively documents
the ‘afterlife’ of Yes the Cat, a
domestic cat who died of natural
causes, and was mummified in the
Western’s Department of
Anthropology eight years ago.
For more information on Sustainable
Archaeology and the Ancient Images
Laboratory, please contact lab
technician Zoe Morris at
zmorris@uwo.ca, Sustainable
Archaeology Operations Manager,
Dr. Rhonda Bathurst at
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rhonda.bathurst@uwo.ca or visit
www.sustainablearchaeology.org.
University of Alberta
Sandra Garvie-Lok was proud to see
students Brian Leslie (MA) and
Nicole Burt (PhD) complete their
degrees. She welcomes a new PhD
student, Ligang Zhou, and two new
co-supervised students, Lacey
Fleming (PhD) and Gemma Calgie
(MA). She continues to supervise
Hillary Sparkes (PhD) and Courtney
McConnan Borstad (MA) and to
co-supervise Kalyna Horocholyn
(MA). Her own current research
focuses on health and dietary
transitions in the medieval
Peloponnese; she is also site
osteologist at Helike, Greece. Some
of her recent work is summarized in
an article in Viewing the Morea:
Land and People in the Late
Medieval Peloponnese (Dumbarton
Oaks), to be appearing early in the
new year.
Lesley Harrington joined our
department on July 1st, 2012 as a
tenure-track Assistant Professor
specializing in bioarchaeology. Lesley
completed her Ph.D. in 2010 at the
University of Toronto, and comes to
us following a SSHRC postdoctoral
fellowship at the Natural History
Museum, U.K. and teaching at the
University of Winnipeg. She will add
an upper level dental anthropology
course to our oﬀerings and continue
her research program which is
focused on growth and development.

Nancy Lovell took early retirement
on July 1st but will teach part-time
on a contract basis for two years. She
was thrilled to have MA students
Christopher White, Dyan Semple,
and Erin Jessup successfully
complete their degrees, and looks
forward to working with Sean
Brown, a new MA student in
Classics, who will be examining
skeletal material in Italy. Nancy
presented recently at a workshop
(Palaeopathology of Egypt and
Nubia: A Century in Review) at the
British Museum of Natural History,
and will use some of her "spare"
time to complete publication of her
research on ancient Egyptian
skeletal remains.
Pamela Mayne Correia is pleased to
be co-supervising MA students
Kalyna Horocholyn and Rajitha
Sivakumaran as they develop their
theses. She is continuing to explore
the eﬀects of biofilms on bone
in storage with alumni Dr. Mindy
Pitre of St. Lawrence University,
Canton NY. Recently the results of
their research were published in
the Journal of Archaeological Science
and were displayed as part of an
exhibit at the Brush Art Gallery
(http://www.stlawu.edu/gallery/
exhibitions/f/12morpho.php?
keepThis=true&TB_iframe=true&hei
ght=500&width=920)in Canton NY.
As well, Pamela is working with
alumna Elizabeth Sawchuk
(PhD program -- University of
Toronto) to explore new methods of
transporting and storing fragmentary
skeletal remains.

UPCOMING MEETINGS OF INTEREST
American Academy of Forensic Sciences, Washington, DC: February 18-23, 2013
Human Biology Association, Knoxville, TN: April 8-9, 2013
American Association of Physical Anthropologists, Knoxville, TN: April 9-13, 2013
American Anthropological Association, Chicago, IL: November 20-24 2013

!
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MESSAGE FROM THE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE
Amy Scott, Department of Anthropology, University of Manitoba
With another successful CAPA-ACAP conference
behind us, I must say how impressed I was with the
student turn-out to celebrate our 40th year. As CAPAACAP continues to grow as an association, the student
representation also continues to mature, demonstrating
the immense talent of the up and coming graduate and
undergraduate students here in Canada and
internationally. With the majority of our new
memberships being held by students, the importance of
CAPA-ACAP in fostering new research partnerships
and showcasing new talent cannot be underestimated.
As a young scholar myself, what I have come to value
most about our annual meeting is our research
sustainability. With the continued increase and
reappearance of student presenters each year, the
meeting program is more akin to a high school
yearbook, where we are all updated on each other’s
research accolades over the past year. This tangible
camaraderie is arguably the foundation of CAPA-ACAP
and the motivation for so many of us students to

continually attend the annual meeting and share with
our colleagues and mentors the work we invest so much
time into over the course of the year. As always, the
hope for CAPA-ACAP in the coming months is to
retain and recruit further student members, though a
wide-scale advertisement of the association and the
forthcoming meeting to anthropology student groups.
Additionally, in anticipation of the 2013 meeting there is
hope to facilitate a student-oriented workshop/seminar
aimed at further integrating graduate and undergraduate
students into the CAPA-ACAP community and the
larger academic sphere. As I said, Victoria was an
excellent venue to celebrate the 40th year of CAPAACAP and no doubt helped to retain our current
student membership. It will be from this excellent
showing of student presenters and attendees that I hope
to keep our momentum rolling until we have our next
academic research reunion in 2013.
- Amy Scott

CAPA SHENANIGANS!
Photo courtesy of Dr. Tracy Galloway

Several CAPA-goers took time out from their
busy schedules to visit the Royal BC
Museum. Pictured here, visiting the Veterans
Aﬀairs Canada's Remembrance Day exhibit,
are: Dr. Sylvia Abonyi, Associate Professor
and Canada Research Chair in Aboriginal
Health, Dept. of Community Health and
Epidemiology, University of Saskatchewan;
Dr. Tracey Galloway, Assistant Professor,
Dept. of Anthropology, University of
Manitoba; and, you guessed it, Dr. An
Herring, Professor, Dept. of Anthropology,
McMaster University.
CONGRATULATIONS 2012 STUDENT PRIZE WINNERS!
Catherine Merritt (University of Toronto) - Oschinsky-McKern prize for best podium presentation
Laura Bolt (University of Toronto) - Davidson Black prize for best poster presentation
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Abstracts of the 40th Annual Meeting CAPA/ACAP (2012)
Victoria, British Columbia
(* indicates student prize eligibility)
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